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med is the Apostle of God in truth.' They will then interrogate
thee concerning thy religion and the book of direction; and
thy answer must be, ' Islam is my religion/ the Koran is my
book, and the Moslems are my brothers.' Their last question
will be concerning thy Keblah, the answer to which is the
Kaabeh, and c I have lived and died in the assertion that
there is no God but God.' Then they will say, c Sleep.,
oh servant of God, under the protection of God.'" These
persons are usually paid or feasted. Sometimes a buffalo
is slaughtered, and its flesh distributed., which, like the
gift of the bread, is an expiation for small sins. The
funeral ended, each relative is greeted with a prayer that
he may be compensated for his loss, or is congratulated that
his life is prolonged. The night succeeding the burial is called
that of desolation, in which the soul is believed to remain in
the body, after which it departs to Hades, to await its final
doom. The fikees then, after a repast of bread and milk at
the house of the deceased, recite the 67th chapter of the Koran.
The ceremony of the Rosary, &&* Sobhat, is also performed on
this occasion, and occupies three or four hours. At night, fikees,
sometimes as many as fifty, assemble, and one brings a rosary of
1000 beads, each as large as a pigeon's egg. They begin with
the sixty-seventh chapter, then say three times, " God is one;"
then recite the last chapter but one and the first; and then say
three times,cf O God, favour the most excellent., the most happy
of thy creatures, our lord Mohammed, and his family and com-
panions, and preserve them." To which they add, "All who
commemorate thee are the mindful, and those who omit com-
memorating thee are the negligent." They next repeat 3000
times, " There is no God but God/' one holding the rosary,,
and counting each repetition. After each thousand they some-
times rest and take coffee; then 100 times (I extol) " the perfec-
tion of God, with his praise:" then the same number of times,,cc I
beg forgiveness of God the great;'7 after which, 50 times, "The
perfection of the Lord, the Eternal;" then, "The perfection of
thy Lord, the Lord of might, exempting him from that which
they ascribe to him, and peace be on the apostles, and praise